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Abstract

This article seeks to study how the objectives of shari'ah (maqasid al-shari‘ah) that were being
used in the argumentation by the liberal Muslim groups differ from the ones used by the traditional
Muslim scholars. In so doing, first, we explored the long history of maqasid al-shari‘ah from the
early era of the Companions of the Prophet (Sahabah) RA until our modern times. This is to
examine the developments and transformations of this concept since its infancy until now, where
the maqasid al-shari‘ah is employed widely by the contemporary Muslim scholars in their
argumentation, resulted in the emergence of numerous approaches in maqasid al-shari‘ah. This
article proceeds to give a detailed account of how the liberal Muslims used this concept of magasid
al-shari‘ah in their writings and discourses, especially with a focus on their method of
argumentation. A comparison between these two groups is then made to delineate the similarities
and differences in their approaches. As a result, this study found that the method of argumentation
used by the mainstream Muslim scholars (‘ulama’ usuliyyin) differed significantly from the one that
is used by the liberal Muslim groups. Hence, a clear limit must be set for the general Muslim public
to draw a distinction between the legitimate uses of maqasid al-shari‘ah as demonstrated by the
mainstream Muslim scholars (‘ulama’ usuliyyin) from its pseudo-argumentations employed by the
liberal Muslims.

Keywords: the objectives of shari’ah, maqgasid al-shari‘ah, Islam and liberalism, principles of
Islamic jurisprudence
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