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Abstract

Various out-of-class educational initiatives have emerged in Malaysia to address challenges related to
Arabic speaking skills among non-native speakers, including the WATAN Arabic Program, which is
based on an edutainment learning environment. This study aims to analyse participants’ perceptions of
the edutainment elements implemented in the program in enriching Arabic vocabulary and to examine
their views on the program’s role in encouraging Arabic oral communication. A descriptive quantitative
survey design was employed at SMA Daeratul Maarifil Wataniah, Pulau Pinang, involving 50 Form Three
students. Data were collected using a structured questionnaire based on a five-point Likert scale. The
findings revealed highly positive perceptions of the program’s edutainment environment in supporting
vocabulary acquisition, with a mean score of 4.69 (SD = 0.52). Participants also reported very positive
perceptions regarding the program’s role in encouraging Arabic speaking, with a mean score of 4.54
(SD = 0.63).These results suggest that the WATAN Program provides a supportive learning environment
that enhances vocabulary development, confidence, and participation in oral communication.The
novelty of this study lies in examining WATAN as an applied edutainment model for teaching Arabic to
non-native speakers through participants’ perspectives. Its contribution to West Asian Studies lies in
highlighting the role of Arabic beyond its native context and demonstrating how interactive educational
programs can strengthen its function as a language of communication and knowledge in non-Arab
settings.

Keywords: WATAN Program; Edutainment Learning; Speaking Skill; Encouraging Non-Native Arabic
Speakers
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