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Abstract

The era of the first Islamic Caliphate represents a decisive phase in the political and institutional
development of the Muslim Ummah, marking the transition from direct prophetic leadership to an organized
governing authority responsible for preserving religious legitimacy and managing a rapidly expanding state.
Among the Rightly Guided Caliphs, Abu Bakr al-Siddiq's caliphate played a central role in establishing the
foundational principles of Islamic political governance during a period marked by severe internal
fragmentation and external threats. The main problem addressed in this study concerns the extent to which
Abu Bakr’s caliphate contributed to the evolution of the Islamic political institution while maintaining the
authenticity of the Prophetic legacy and ensuring political stability. The study aims to analyze the historical
circumstances surrounding Abu Bakr’s accession to leadership and examine the political, administrative,
military, and financial policies he implemented to preserve unity and institutional continuity. Special attention
is given to the organization of Zakat administration, judicial independence, military leadership, and the
consolidation of central authority. The research adopts a descriptive, analytical, and critical historical
methodology based on the examination of classical Islamic historical sources, particularly the works of al-
Tabari, Ibn Kathir, and al-Baladhuri. The findings demonstrate that Abu Bakr al-Siddiq successfully
transformed charismatic religious leadership into a stable institutional model grounded in Shura, legal
equality, accountability, and administrative discipline. His policies established the nucleus of Islamic public
finance, strengthened judicial organization, and reinforced political legitimacy through adherence to Islamic
principles and pragmatic governance. Consequently, the study concludes that Abu Bakr’s caliphate
constituted the foundational stage in the institutionalization of Islamic political authority and significantly
influenced the subsequent evolution of Islamic governance.

Keywords: Islamic Caliphate, Abu Bakr al-Siddiq, Political Institution, Sharia Governance, Institutional
Legitimacy
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