(2023) 5 CLI 143-157

Adapting to the New Frontier: The Evolution of International Sports Law in the
Digital Age

JADY ZAIDI HASSIM
MOHAMAD IZZAT AMYAR MOHAMAD ARIF
ATHIRAH MOHD ANUAR
AMINURASYED MAHPOP

ABSTRACT

The dynamic changes occurring in international sports law due to the transformative influence of the digital era
require adjusting to the new landscape of sports law. This article examines how the digital era has reshaped
various aspects of the sports industry, from broadcasting rights and fan engagement to data protection, sports
betting, and the recognition of emerging sports like esports. It delves into the challenges and opportunities that
arise from these changes and highlights the need for international sports law to adapt and evolve. The article
analyses the shifting landscape of sports broadcasting, where online streaming platforms have disrupted
traditional models and necessitated the development of new legal frameworks to address piracy and protect
intellectual property rights. It also explores the rise of social media and the challenges it poses in terms of privacy,
defamation, and athlete endorsement. Furthermore, the article discusses the implications of data collection and
the need for robust regulations to ensure the privacy and security of athletes' personal information. It explores
the expansion of online sports betting and the measures taken to combat match-fixing and corruption, as well as
the recognition of esports as a legitimate sporting activity and the legal considerations it entails. By examining
the evolution of international sports law in the digital age, this article provides valuable insights into the complex
interplay between technology, regulation, and the preservation of the integrity and fairness of sports.
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INTRODUCTION revolutionized the accessibility and

availability of sports content (Dashkov et al.,

The digital era has ushered in a new
paradigm for the sports industry,
transforming the way sports events are
broadcasted, consumed, and regulated
(Wang, 2020). The widespread adoption of
technology, including online streaming
platforms, social media, and wearable
devices, has created a host of challenges and
opportunities for international sports law
(Miah, 2017; Goncalvas, 2020). This article
explores the changing landscape of
international sports law in the digital era,
addressing key issues such as broadcasting
rights, fan engagement, data protection,
sports betting, and the recognition of
emerging sports like esports.

In recent years, the way sports content is
distributed and consumed has undergone a
seismic shift. Traditionally, sports fans
relied on television broadcasters to watch
live sporting events. However, the rise of
online streaming platforms has

2021). Fans can now access live games and
sports content anytime, anywhere, on
various devices. This shift in consumer
behaviour has disrupted the traditional
broadcasting model and presented both
challenges and opportunities for
international sports law (Bindal & Gurudas,
2022).

One of the significant challenges in the
digital era is combating piracy and illegal
streaming of sports content (Miah, 2017).
Unauthorized streaming platforms can
undermine the value of broadcasting rights
and cause financial losses for sports
organizations (Kariyawasam & Matthew,
2017). To protect their commercial interests,
sports bodies have taken legal measures to
combat  piracy, collaborating  with
governments and law enforcement agencies
to enforce intellectual property rights and
shut down illegal streaming operations



(Kharytonov, et al., 2021). International
sports law has had to adapt to this new
reality, establishing mechanisms and
frameworks to address piracy and protect the
economic viability of sports broadcasting
(Garrett & Philip, 1983).

Moreover, the rise of social media has
revolutionized fan engagement in the digital
age (Filo, 2015). Athletes and sports
organizations now have direct access to their
fans, enabling them to build personal
connections, enhance their brands, and share
exclusive content (Fathy, et al., 2022).
However, this shift in communication
channels has given rise to legal challenges
related to privacy, defamation, and athlete
endorsement. International sports law has
had to address these issues by establishing
guidelines and regulations to ensure
responsible and ethical engagement between
athletes, fans, and sports organizations on
digital platforms (Robertson, et al., 2022).

The digital era has also brought about
a vast collection of data in the sports industry
(Filo, et al., 2015). Wearable technology and
tracking devices provide valuable insights
into athlete performance, health data, and
training information (Torres-Ronda et al.,
2022). While this data is instrumental for
sports science, athlete development, and
injury prevention, data privacy and security
concerns have emerged alongside the
proliferation of data collection (Peart, et al.,
2019). International sports law has
responded by implementing comprehensive
regulations to protect athletes' personal
information, prevent unauthorized use or
access to data, and establish accountability
for data breaches (Xiao, 2017; Schmidt,
2020; Aleksina, et al., 2021).

In addition, the digital era has seen the
expansion of online sports betting, allowing
fans to place bets on various sports events
conveniently (Killick, et al, 2022). While
this expansion presents financial
opportunities, it also raises significant
challenges for international sports law. The
integrity of sports competitions and the
prevention of match-fixing and illegal
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gambling become paramount concerns
(Tzeng, & Fabien, 2023). International
sports law has responded by strengthening
regulations and establishing transparent
frameworks for sports betting, including
licensing requirements, monitoring
mechanisms, and cooperation with gambling
regulatory bodies (Evens, 2013).

The objective of this article is to
analyse and highlight the dynamic changes
occurring in international sports law as a
result of the digital era's transformative
influence. It aims to examine how various
aspects of the sports industry, including
broadcasting rights, fan engagement, data
protection, sports betting, and the
recognition of emerging sports like esports,
have been reshaped. The article seeks to
address the challenges and opportunities
presented by these changes and emphasizes
the need for international sports law to adapt
and evolve accordingly. It explores key
topics such as the impact of online streaming
on sports broadcasting and the development
of legal frameworks to combat piracy and
protect intellectual  property  rights.
Additionally, it delves into the implications
of social media on privacy, defamation, and
athlete endorsement, as well as the
importance of robust regulations to
safeguard athlete data. The article also
covers the expansion of online sports betting
and the measures taken to combat match-
fixing and corruption, alongside the legal
considerations surrounding the recognition
of esports as a legitimate sporting activity.
Ultimately, the objective is to provide
valuable insights into the complex interplay
between technology, regulation, and the
preservation of the integrity and fairness of
sports in the digital age.

The significance of this study lies in its
comprehensive  examination of  the
transformative impact of the digital era on
international sports law. By exploring the
reshaping of various aspects of the sports
industry, including broadcasting, fan
engagement, data protection, sports betting,
and the recognition of emerging sports like



esports, the study provides valuable insights
into the challenges and opportunities
presented by these changes (Dugali¢, 2018;
Wu, et al., 2022; Duclos-Bastias, et al.,
2023). Its findings are crucial in informing
policymakers, sports organizations, and
stakeholders about the need to adapt and
evolve the legal framework to ensure
fairness, integrity, and protection of rights in
the digital age. By understanding the
complex interplay between technology,
regulation, and the preservation of the sports
industry's core values, this study contributes
to the advancement of international sports
law and paves the way for informed
decision-making and policy development.

METHOD

The method is optional for original research
articles. This method is written in descriptive
and should provide a statement regarding the
methodology of the research. This method is
as much as possible give an idea to the
reader.

145

This study utilises a qualitative
approach where laws, relevant cases, key
documents as well as international sports
policy papers are analysed. The initial step
in obtaining reliable information was to
identify important issues related to legal and
digitalization issues through literature
research. The data were analysed using
thematic analysis, which entails identifying
themes or categories (Alhojailan &
Mohammed, 2012; Vaismoradi, et al.,,
2013). The categories or themes that
describe the issues are the results of the
analysis, and their purpose is to give
information and understanding of the
problem being studied (Gashaw, et al.,
2020). Table 1 illustrates the procedures of
data analysis in Atlas.ti based on Braun and
Clarke’s previous six stages of thematic
analysis. This includes familiarization with
data, generating initial codes, searching for
themes, reviewing themes, defining and
naming themes and then producing a report
(Braun & Clarke, 2006).

Table 1 Procedures of thematic analysis based on Braun and Clarke.

Steps Description

Familiarizations

All scripts were read to make a general sense of

them and reflect on the overall meaning.

Generating initial codes

The researcher begins to document a list of codes,

beginning during familiarization. Codes identify a
piece of data that conveys meaning.

Searching for themes
code.

The researcher seeks common themes that unite
Themes are units of analysis and
interpretation.

Reviewing themes

An iterative process by which themes are explored

and reviewed in detail, to determine the extent to
which they may be supported by the data.

Defining and naming themes

A detailed description of each output of categories

under the respective themes, based on the content
analysis method (selected for this specific analysis)

and include

supporting quotations in each

respective theme.

Producing the report

Interpret the findings and discuss them in the

context of the pertinent literature on the subject.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

International sports law has responded by
strengthening regulations and

establishing transparent frameworks for
sports  betting, including licensing
requirements, monitoring mechanisms,
and  cooperation  with  gambling
regulatory bodies (Babiak, et al., 2022).



1) International Sports Law
Framework:  South  East  Asia
Perspective

Digital era has brought about
transformative changes in international
sports law, necessitating adaptations to
address the challenges and opportunities
arising from technological advancements.
From broadcasting rights and fan
engagement to data protection, sports
betting, and the recognition of emerging
sports, international sports law has had to
evolve to maintain the integrity, fairness,
and commercial viability of sports in the
digital age (Lefever, 2012). As technology
continues to advance, the legal framework
must remain adaptable and innovative,
ensuring that it keeps pace with the ever-
changing digital landscape and effectively
addresses the emerging legal challenges
that arise in the world of international
sports (Dugali¢, 2018).

The digital age has revolutionized
the global sports landscape, presenting new
opportunities and challenges for athletes,
sports organizations, and fans alike. With
the rapid advancement of technology, the
international sports law framework has had
to adapt to navigate the intricacies of the
digital age. This article explores the key
components of the international sports law
framework in the digital age, emphasizing
the need to embrace innovation while
addressing the legal challenges that arise.

1. Governance and Regulation

In the digital age, effective governance and
regulation are crucial to ensure fair play,
integrity, and transparency in international
sports. International sports bodies, such as
the International Olympic Committee (I0C)
and international federations, play a vital
role in establishing rules and regulations that
govern various aspects of sports, including
competition, doping, athlete welfare, and
commercial activities. These bodies must
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continuously evaluate and update their
regulations to address the specific challenges
posed by digital advancements, such as e-
sports, virtual competitions, and new forms
of doping (Parrish, 2003; Batory &
Svensson, 2020; Chen & Wang, 2022).

2. Data Protection and Privacy

The digital era has ushered in a wealth of data-
driven innovations in sports, ranging from
performance analysis to fan engagement.
However, the collection, storage, and
utilization of personal and sensitive data raise
significant concerns about data protection and
privacy. International sports law should
prioritize the formulation and establishment of
comprehensive data protection regulations that
safeguard the rights and privacy of athletes and
stakeholders. Sports organizations must adhere
to strict data protection standards, obtain
informed consent for data usage, and
implement robust cybersecurity measures to
mitigate data breaches and restrict unauthorized
access (Cheshmehzangi, et al., 2023).

At the Asian region, athlete’s data and
privacy are specifically governed by national
sports bodies (NSB) that are members of
regional bodies like the Southeast Asian Games
Federation (SEAGF) or the ASEAN Football
Federation (AFF). Therefore, despite of
national statutory protection such as Malaysia
Personal Data Protection Act 2010 or
Singapore Personal Data Protection Act 2012,
athlete data and privacy matters are kept
privately by the Malaysia National Sports
Council (MSN) or Singapore National Olympic
Council (SNOC) respectively. Singapore
Sports Council (SportSG) for example have
adopted strict data protection policies to
safeguard sensitive athlete and fan data
collected through digital platforms. The
technological training data is also internally
regulated such as the work of Malaysia
National Sports Institute (NSI) that has utilized
wearable devices and data analytics to monitor
and analyze athletes’ physical performance to
tailor training programs based on individual
needs and prevent injuries.



3. Intellectual Property Rights and
Media Rights

The digital age has transformed the way
sports content is created, distributed,
and consumed. As a result, protecting
intellectual property rights and media
rights has become a critical aspect of the
international sports law framework.
Sports organizations and broadcasters
face challenges such as online piracy,
unauthorized streaming, and illegal
content sharing (Dugali¢, 2018). To
combat these issues, international sports
law must provide robust mechanisms to
enforce intellectual property rights,
including stricter regulations, enhanced
cooperation with technology platforms,
and the promotion of secure digital
content distribution channels (Xiao, et
al., 2017).

4. Anti-Doping and Technological
Advances

Technological advancements have
presented both opportunities and
challenges in the fight against doping in
sports. In the digital age, athletes have
access to cutting-edge techniques and
substances  that  can enhance
performance and evade detection (Xiao,
et al., 2017). The international sports
law framework must keep pace with
technological advancements to
effectively address doping issues.
Collaboration between sports
organizations, scientific communities,
and anti-doping agencies is crucial to
develop comprehensive and adaptive
anti-doping regulations that encompass
emerging technologies, such as gene
editing and  wearable  devices
(Hilvoorde, 2022).
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5. Gambling and Match-Fixing

The digital age has seen a significant rise in
online gambling and the potential for match-
fixing. The international sports law
framework must tackle these challenges to
maintain the integrity and credibility of sports
competitions (Rozakis, 2022). Collaboration
between sports organizations, betting
operators, and regulatory bodies is essential to
establish robust regulations that prevent
match-fixing, ensure fair play, and protect
athletes and fans from the risks associated
with illegal gambling activities. Implementing
monitoring systems, reporting mechanisms,
and strong sanctions for those involved in
match-fixing are crucial aspects of the
international sports law framework (Strébel,
2021).

(2) The Legal Reform of International Sports
Law

The digital age has ushered in a new era for
the world of sports, transforming the way we
consume, engage, and participate in athletic
events (Hutchins, et al., 2012). With the rapid
advancement of technology, the landscape of
international sports has become increasingly
intertwined with the digital realm. As a result,
legal frameworks governing international
sports have had to adapt and evolve to address
the unique challenges and opportunities
presented in this digital age (David &
Millward, 2012). This article explores the
legal reforms necessary to ensure a fair,
transparent, and secure environment in
international sports.

1. Protecting Intellectual Property Rights

The digital age has posed significant
challenges to protecting intellectual property
rights in the world of sports. Piracy,
unauthorized  streaming, and illegal
distribution of sporting events have become
rampant, causing substantial financial losses
to sports organizations (Hutchins, et al.,
2019). To address these issues, legal reforms



are needed to strengthen intellectual
property rights protection. International
sports bodies must collaborate with
governments, technology companies, and
other stakeholders to develop robust
measures to combat piracy, including stricter
regulations, enhanced enforcement
mechanisms, and the development of secure
digital platforms for content distribution.

2. Data Privacy and Security

The digital transformation has led to the
collection and utilization of vast
amounts of data in sports. Athletes,
teams, and sports organizations gather
data for performance analysis, injury
prevention, and fan engagement
purposes (Read & Smith, 2023).
However, the collection and use of
personal and sensitive data raise
significant concerns regarding privacy
and security (Liu, et al., 2023).
International sports law needs to address
these concerns by establishing clear
guidelines on data collection, storage,
and wusage, as well as ensuring
compliance with data protection laws
and regulations. Sports organizations
must prioritize data security measures,
including encryption, anonymization,
and robust cybersecurity practices, to
safeguard the integrity and privacy of
athletes and fans.

3. E-Sports and Virtual Competitions

The rise of e-sports and virtual competitions
has challenged traditional notions of sports
and necessitates legal reforms. E-sports,
involving competitive video gaming, have
gained immense popularity worldwide
(Pizzo, et al., 2022). However, the legal
framework surrounding e-sports is still in its
infancy. International sports law should
address issues such as player contracts,
intellectual property rights, anti-doping
regulations, and  dispute  resolution
mechanisms specific to e-sports.
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Additionally, the rise of virtual competitions
raises questions about the eligibility and
accountability of virtual athletes (Holden, et
al.,, 2017). Collaborative efforts between
sports organizations, regulatory bodies, and
the gaming industry are essential to establish
a comprehensive legal framework for e-
sports and virtual competitions (Holden &
Thomas, 2019).

4. Anti-Doping and
Advancements

Technological

Advancements in technology have enabled
athletes to gain a competitive edge, but they
have also given rise to new forms of doping
and performance enhancement (Ritchie &
Henne, 2018). The use of performance-
enhancing substances, such as drugs or even
genetic modifications, is a persistent issue in
sports (Miah, 2004). Additionally, emerging
technologies, such as gene editing (Miah,
2005) and wearable devices (Xingang &
Jian, 2021) present new challenges in
detecting and preventing doping. Legal
reforms in international sports law must
keep pace with technological advancements
to maintain fair competition. Collaboration
between sports organizations, scientific
communities, and legal experts is crucial to
establish stringent anti-doping regulations
that address these novel methods of
performance enhancement.

5. Online Betting and Match-Fixing

The digital age has facilitated the growth of
online betting, creating new opportunities
for both legitimate gambling and illicit
activities such as match-fixing and illegal
betting (Kihl, et al., 2021). International
sports law must adapt to address the
challenges posed by online betting, ensuring
integrity, fairness, and transparency in
sporting events (de Cima, 2022;
Acheampong, et al., 2022). Robust
regulations, including licensing
requirements, strict monitoring, and
reporting mechanisms, should be



implemented to combat match-fixing and
protect the integrity of sports competitions
(Kihl, 2022). Collaboration between sports
organizations, betting operators, and law
enforcement agencies is essential to
effectively address these issues.

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, the international sports law
framework in the digital age must strike a
delicate  balance between embracing
innovation and addressing the associated
legal challenges. It is imperative to establish
robust governance and regulation that adapt
to the evolving landscape of sports,
including e-sports, virtual competitions, and
new forms of doping. Furthermore, data
protection and privacy regulations must
safeguard the rights of athletes and
stakeholders in an era of increased data-
driven advancements. Protecting intellectual
property and media rights is essential to
combat piracy and ensure fair distribution of
sports content. Additionally, proactive
measures against gambling and match-fixing
are crucial to maintain the integrity and
credibility of sports competitions. By
embracing innovation and addressing these
challenges, the international sports law
framework can successfully navigate the
digital age and foster a fair, transparent, and
secure environment for athletes,
organizations, and fans worldwide. By
prioritizing governance and regulation, data
protection and privacy, intellectual property
rights, anti-doping measures, and tackling
gambling and match-fixing, the international
sports law framework can effectively
navigate the digital age. Embracing
innovation while ensuring integrity, fairness,
and transparency in international sports is
paramount. Collaboration between sports
organizations, stakeholders, and regulatory
bodies is crucial to implement these
suggestions and establish a framework that
promotes a level playing field, protects
athletes' rights, and enhances the overall
sporting experience for fans worldwide.
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