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SINOPSIS 

Recana ini memberikan fokus kepada lima aspek gejala pengaliran desa- 
bandar. Aspek pertama tertumpu kepada pola-pola migrasi. Daripada pola- 
pola itu, ditarik beberapa kesimpulan tentang arah dan trend dalam migrasi 
ke bandar, yang khusus berlaku di beberapa tempat di Semenanjung Malay- 
sia. Daripada beberapa pemerhatian tentang pola-pola, arah dun trend 
migrasi desa-bandar di negara ini, beberapa kesimpulan dibuat tentang kate- 
gori-kategori migran desa-bandar serta tempat tumpuan mereka di kawasan- 
kawasan bandar. Migrasi amnya meninggalkan kesm terhadap famili. Be- 
berapa kesan terhadap struktur famili diberikan perhatian istimewa, ter- 
utamanya implikasi-implikasi terhadap kesehatan famili. 

SYNOPSIS 

This article lays focus onfive aspects on rural-urban migration in Penin- 
sula Malaysia. The first aspect deals with emerging patterns of migration. 
From these patterns, some conclusions are attempted regarding the various 
directions and trends in current rural-urban migration in the country. From 
observations on the patterns, directions, and trendr of rural-urban migra- 
tion, some tentative conclusions are made regarding the categories of out- 
migrants and their concentration in urban areas. It is a sociological truism 
that migration has its effects on migrant families. A major concern of fhis 
article is to illustrate the possible effects of migration on the family struc- 
ture, especially its implicafions an the development of family health. 

Patterns of Rural-Urban Migration 

Available researches on this problem in Malaysia have reported one 
common trend, that is this phenomenon has been the result of increasing 
disparities between developments in the modern sectors mainly located 
in the urban centers, and developments in the traditional sectors mainly 

'This paper was originally written far a Seminar on Socio-Economic and Cultural Factors 
In Family Healfh to be organised by the Ministry of Health, Kuala Lumpur in 1976. 
For some reasons, the Seminar never took off from the ground. 
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located in the rural areas. The greater the rate of rural-urban migration 
the greater is the lag between these sectors. V. Selvaratnam and B.W. Dis- 
sanayakel sum up the situation as a reflection of chronic problems now 
affecting the lives of rural people. 

People do not easily decide to leave behind their homestead unless they 
are already constrained by circumstances of compulsion.2 Studies on rural- 
urban migration in Peninsula Malaysia have indicated that the most impor- 
tant factor causing this state of compulsion is economic pressure3 on day- 
to-day existence or subsistence. The Second Malaysia Plan also reports 
that in Semenanjung Malaysia the rural areas suffer from open unemploy- 
ment, under-employment, poverty, disparities of income and underdeve- 
lopment. These factors have pushed rural people to urban areas or to de- 
velopment areas, where job opportunities are conceived to be available 
in abundance. In other words, moving out of their villages has become a 
self-reinforcing behaviour about new opportunities that, they believe, are 
awaiting them at their urban destination. In the present situation of urba- 
nization process in Peninsula Malaysia, the population movement to urban 
areas, therefore, is the result of the combination of pull and push factom4 
This movement has resulted in some distinct patterns of rural-urban mi- 
gration. 

Migration Pattern According to Age and Sex Groups 
This pattern produces a selective population movement. It mainly in- 

- 

I V. Sel\.tramam and U.W. Disaanayake, "Migmtion and Development: With Refe- 
rencc to Fmploymcnl. Income and Mieration in Ncgri Sernbilan 'L'imur" A paper 
rcad at Yhr Cbnfircnrr on Rurol Drvelupmrrtr in Suurh-curt Aria. Kuala Lurnpur & 
Penang, 2-7 Jaiuary 1975. 

2 This idea was tested by Mazidah Zakaria in her case study of socio-economic organi- 
zation in Changkat Larang in 196546. See Mazidah Zakaria Susunan Ekonomi dun 
Sosial Kampung Chmgkat Larang: Kawosan Simpawn Melayu Perok, M.A. thesis 
(1967). University of Malaya,.Kuala Lumpur. Swift and Wilson have also indicated 
this trend in their ethnograpluc studies of Kampung Jelebu (Swift) and Jeram-Deng- 
kil (Wilson). Their studies show that rural youth, on completion of their primary 
school education have already dreamt of getting jobs in the urban centers. See M.G. 
Swift, Peasant ,Society in Jelebu, London, 1965; P.J. Wilson, A Malay Village and 
Malnysm: Soczal Values and Rural Development, New Haven, 1967. 

3 Looking at mainly the effect of urbanization on population movement in Bandar 
Maharani, Hairi Abdullah reported that economic pressure on rural population is 
one of the major push factors. See Hairi Abdullah, ProsesPembandm Orang-orang 
Melayu ke Bandor Maharani. M.A. thesis (unpublished), University of Malaya, 
Kuala Lumpur, 1971. See also Talib Zain, Kesan M i g m i  di Kampung Sungai Mafi 
Muor, B.A. (Hons) Academic exercise, UKM, 1975 (unpublished). Rajimah Hassan, 
Pola-pola Migrasi Dalam Komunifi Adaf Perpatih, B.A. (Hons.) Academic Exercise, 
Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia, 1976 (unpublished). 

4 The general idea pertaining to push-pull factors in urbanization was adequately ela- 
borated by G. Breese in his studies on urbanization in newly developing countries. 
See G. Breese Urbanization in Newly Developing Countries. Prentice-Hall New Jer- 
sey. 1968. For the Malaysian case, it is generally acknowledged that these two 
factors cannot be separated because in achlal operation they complement each other. 
Studies by honours year students in the Department of Anthropology and Socio- 
logy, Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia have persistently shown this situation in 
various village studies in relation to urbanization. 



volves the 20-39 age group for male ruralmigrants, andthe 15-39 age group 
for female ones. In terms of sex, this migration pattern tends to confirm 
the general view that females tend to migrate five years earlier than males. 
Available data on rural-urban migration in Semenanjung Malaysia show 
that the majority of migration begins with earlier adulthood, and takes 
place during the years of physical activities. See Tables l a  and Ib. 

TABLE 1A 

SELECIlVE POPULATION MOVEMENT 
ACCORDING TO AGEGROUPS 

Age-Group Male Female Total % 

. .. 
41 and above - 13 9.9 

Source: HAIR1 AHDI!I LAH.(I971) "Proset Pcrnbandxran Orang-Ormg Mclayu 
Kc tlandar Maharam" Tmesis \f .A,. Universit~ Malays. Kuah Lumpur. 

TABLE 1B 

SELECTIVE POPULATION MOVEMENT 
ACCORDING TO AGEGROUPS 

AgeGroup Total % 

0 - 10 years 2 1.2 
11 -2OYears 69 42.1 
21 - 40 yean 93 56.7 

164 100 

Source: RAJIMAH HASSAN (1975) "Pola-Pola Migrasi Dalam Komuniti Adat 
Perpateh: Satu Kajian Kes Dengan Referensi Khas Kepada Golongan 
Wanita", Jabatan Antropologi dan Sosiologi, Universiti Kebangsaan 
Malaysia. 

These tables indicate strongly that the most dominant migration pattern 
involves those in the 15-39 age group of both sexes. Increasing frequencies 
of female migration, however, begin at an earlier age than those of male 
migration. 

This pattern will affect the quality of the structure of manpower avail- 
able in rural areas, that is, it produces a youth-manpower-drain especially 



skilled certificate-holders. It also affects the age structure of family units. 
More importantly, it also reflects the changing familial expectations in 
terms of utilising the family unit or the household as an operational unit 
for socio-economic ends. The emergence of this pattern, to a great extent, 
must reflect the readiness and easiness for young members, of both sexes, 
of the family to enter new social environments without traditional home 
constraints. 

Migration Pattern Motivated by Economic Gains 
It involves a predominant population movement towards centers or 

areas, which are believed to have abundant job or employment opportu- 
nities with lucrative incomes. This pattern is structurally related to the 
first pattern discussed earlier, in so far as it relates to employment-age. 
Migration is intense during active employment-age but it gradually dwin- 
dles after forty years of age. 

It is commonly acknowledged that lack or absence of gainful employ- 
ment opportunities in rural areas has created a situation of socio-econo- 
mic compulsion, to both certificate and non-certificate holders, who, then, 
have to migrate to urban centers where they could be gainfully employed. 
Their station in the employment ladder is, however, directly determined 
by their educational and skill attainment. 

The pattern strongly reinforces the general view that the accumulation 
of wealth, average incomes, and consumption of material goods are higher 
in urban centers or the so-called capitalist modem sectors, than in rural, 
traditional areas. This perceptive economic reality among the rural people 
especially the poverty-prone rural folk, seems to have been a great factor 
in pushing them to urban centers to sell their unskilled labour. 

The economic reasons for migrating to urban areas affect both certificate 
and non-certificate unskilled groups. The pattern entails for both groups, 
a geographical mobility, with probabilities for those in the certificate class 
to attain vertical social mobility, and for those in non-certificate-unskilled 
class to either sustain their existing class-status or move into lower class- 
status. A social testimony of the fate of the vast majority of these rural 
drifters manifests itself in ecological arrangements within urban areas, 
where slum and squatter areas become the new home destination of poverty- 
prone rural amvals. 

Tables 2a, 2b and 2c denote a persistent trend, relating predominant ru- 
ral-urban migration to pursuits of economic gains in urban centers. This 
state of socio-economic compulsion also reflects high rate of open unem- 
ployment and under-employment in rural areas, especially among young 
members of the labour force. 

A major consequence that this pattern afflicts on rural-based family 
structure is that it further breaks down, physically, extended family organi- 



TABLE 2A 

ECONOMIC REASONS FOR RURAL-URBAN MIGRATION 
N - 909 households 

Reasons For Migration % Classification 

1. More jobs available 43.05 Economic 
2. Higher Salaries 19.48 Socio-Economic 
3. Have friends and relatives 16.91 Socio-Economic 
4. Better life conditions 16.10 Socio-Economic 
5. More opportunities for children 2.02 Socio-Educational 
6. Others 2.44 

Source: V. Selvaratnam & B.W. Dissanayake "Migration and Development - 
With Reference to Employment, Income and Migration in Negeri Sem- 
hi1.n" . 
A paper presented at a Conference on Rural Development In South-east 
Asia, Kuala Lumpur & Penang, January 2 - 7 1975. 
His samples include 201 kampong households, 315 small-town house- 
holds and 285 middle-size town households and 180 estate households. 

TABLE 2B 

ECONOMIC REASONS FOR RURAL-URBAlr. MIGRATION: 
MAIN REASONS AFFECTING RURAI. MIGRATION TO 

BANDAR MAHARANI (JOHOR) 

Reasons Male Female Total % Classification 

1. To seek non-agricultural 31 - 31 23.6 economic 
emnlovrnent - .  

2. Change of employment place 
(a) government office 10 - 
(b) self-employment 13 - economic 

(c) business 4 - 4 3.0J 
4. To s e k  facilities .. .. ..~ ..-- ~ 

(a) education for children 66 2 
(b) personal education 12 - 
(c) learning while working 4 - 4 3.0 

5. Marriage 
6. Family conflicts 
7. Others 

1 7 8 6.1 socio- 
4 0 4 3.0 1 cultural 
2 1 3 2.3 

Source: HAIR1 ABDULLAH, 1975, op.ciI. 
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ECONOMIC REASONS FOR RURAGURBAN MIGRATION MAIN 
REASONS AFFECTING FEMALE MIGRATION TO URBAN AREAS 

Migration Patterns Total % Classification 

1. To follow husband 56 66.7 Sociocultural 
2. To seek employment 15 17.9 Economic 
3. For educational reasons 10 11.9 Socio-educational 
4. To join relatives 3 3.5 Sociocultural &Economic 

Sowre: Rajimah Hassan (1975) op. cif. Her survey was d e d  out in two villages 
in Remhau. 

zation. This, in turn, creates a loosely structured family organization, 
whereby individual deviations from familial, traditional norms are per- 
mitted.5 

Migration Pattern as a Result of After Marriage Arrangement 

This pattern mainly involves female migration. To a large extent, it 
accounts for earlier migration among females in terms of age, particularly 
is the case where early mamages are common. This practice is not uncom- 
mon in rural areas, especially among those with low exposure to formal 
school education. 

It is customary for wives to follow husbands, who have to earn a living 
in urban centers or anywhere outside the village.6 In so far as it refers to 
those in low income groups or the non-certificate or unskilled groups, the 
men are the main bread-winners while the wives, as a rule, enter the con- 
jugal family as mere economic dependants. However, circumstances in 
urban areas where the wife-husband family team has to face the realities 
of life, often times force the wives to become working house-wives, whose 
additional income would relieve their household of financial problems or 
whose joint household income would give them a possible margin for sav- 
ings. 

A good social testimony of this change in the division of economic roles 

5 For a relevant comparative study on this subject, see Hans Dieter-Evers (ed) Loosely 
structured Social Organization in Thailand. While the idea of loosely structured fa- 
mily organization in itself is controversial, it however, does describe a fundamental 
setting underwhich this social fact is reported to have taken place. That setting is of 
wurse urbanization affecting rural people. On thi? score. it.- be generally argued 
that the social system of rural societies in developmg countries reflects some amount 
of loosely structured social organization in so far as it has been subject to creepinp 
urbanism. 

6 See Talib Zain, Kesnn Migrasi di Kampong Sungai Mati Muar. B.A. (Hons) thesis. 
UKM 1975176 and Rajimah Hassan, Pola-pola Migrasi, op. cif. 



of husband-wife component in urban family of the poverty-prone groups 
manifests itself in the growing number of married females working as fac- 
tory workers, of self-run gerai operators along the fringe of squater areas 
and domestic servants in middle or upper class homes.' 

Table 3 indicates a trend that rural-urban migration of this pattern 
involves both sexes, but where it involves female migrants, the dominant 
pattern is directly related to a socio-cultural value where wives have to 
follow husbands in neolocal residence, which is in most cases transient in 
nature. Again, this pattern reinforces patterns one and two, discussed 
earlier. 

TABLE 3 

FEMALE MIGRATION TRENDS 
N = 44 

Occupational background of households 

M i a t i o n  Trends Peasant Teacher Businessman Worker Total 

1. To follow husband 10 1 - 7 
- 

18 
2. To seek employment 4 1 3 8 
3. For educational reasons 3 5 2 - 

- - - 10 
4. To  join relatives 1 1 
5. To  seek lucrative 

employment 5 - - 2 7 

Source: Rajimah Hassan (1975). op. cit 

While rural-urban migration, has been generally claimed to have affected 
family structure in places of origin, i.e. in rural areas, this pattern in parti- 
cular reinforces a conjugal family structure in urban destination. What is 
interesting to note in this instance is not so much it has made abreak-away 
from traditional extended family organization, but rather it forms a sort 
of an urban-based familial network which maintains communication with 
extended family group in rural areas. McGee (1971) has described this si- 
tuation as a facilitating mechanism in bringing about chain-type migration. 
-. . .- . . . - - . -. 
7 Sec Ahdullah Sani Saru,~. Suru A'ojion Kcs . fengrm,i~ruser Pcmbandurdn di kolrr,ww 

mcwrakor Mcluvr' d; Kuulu Sunuoi Kuvu A m .  Sclaneor. H.A. (Honv academic 
exeicise, 1973174,~Universiti ~eba&saan  ~ a l a v s i a .  K.E. h a d  'Abduilah, Kedu- 
dikan Surio-Eko,ruwi Kuvm P<kzrjoi)ola,m A'c,~or,tan Sekerju. R.A. (Hons) academic 
cxercirc. 1971 75. Univenili Kehdngraan Malayria. K.L. Shxrifah Hamid. Krxdulurun 
dun P ~ ~ n ~ ~ . ~ r r o n n  Buruh IV~~ni i rr  MM,.lnl,r &/om Kesmr~on Srkrri,,. 1I.A IHonsl aiadc- . .~ ~~ .- ~ .~ ~ 

~ilis crckisc. 1974 75. ~ n i r e h i ; ~ ~ i b a n i s a a n M a l a y ; i i l . ~ ~ . ~ .  Ahmsd Ahdullah and 
Shirifah Hamid in fa21 \\ere looking into thc roa, , -~onomi;  ;ontiitions ot.worken 
in low inxrne group in Kuala Lum-pr. Their finding shows that their income h3s 
to be sh3red between them and their fam~lies hark hun~e. As a wrult they have lo 
tind the chea~est accumoti,iliun noaihle through 5harine a ruom o r  tlrt with inend,. 
Nearly all of them stay in the squatter areas in Kuala tumpur and Petaling Jaya. 



Through these familial communication networks, urban conjugal family 
mainly functions as an economic proposition for ends that maintain ex- 
tended family obligations sociologically on-going. The spatial links trans- 
cending geographical limitations that these two family organizations have 
given rise to, tend to develop and insulate village ethnicism in urban set- 
ting, and secondly, to promote creeping urbanism.8 

Migration Pattern Motivated by Educational and ski11 training 

This pattern is most discernable in the 10-25 age group. It reflects, to a 
certain extent, the lack of su5cient educational and/or advanced skill 
training in rural areas. It can also he the result of rising educational con- 
sciousness among some social groups in rural areas. The readiness to send 
young dependants to urban centers for educational and/or skill training 
indirectly, indicates the extent of urhan-biased occupational structure in 
this country. 

Table 4 indicates that this pattern is most common among those 
social groups who are relatively well-off, though by no means, it excludes 
the lower classes. More importantly, it involves both sexes. It therefore 
indicates the loosely-structured family organization as it encounters 
greater demands and pressures of survival. 

Chain-type Migration Pattern 

This pattern emerges in consequent to earlier migration patterns of one 
or all of the types just mentioned. Relatives, kinsmen, friends, or folk of 

TABLE 4 

CHOICE OF PLACE OF REDLDENCE IN URBAN AREA 

Choice of Place of Redidence Number % 
-- - - - - 

1. Where there are many people 21 16.0 
wming from the same village 

2. Where there are friends 108 82.0 
3. Complete Stranger 2 1.6 

Note: This survey was intended to reveal how migrants reacted to new urban setting, 
especially when they first arrived there. 

Source: HAIR1 ABDULLAH (1971). 

8 The phenomenon of creeping urbanization in Malaysian villages has been seen as a 
direct result of rural-urban relationship. James F. Guyot has in fact observed this 
phenomenon and attributes it to the implementation Government Schemes such as 
Felda. See W. Howard Wriggins and James F. Guyot, Popularion. Politics and Future 
of Southern Asio. Columbia University Press 1973, pp. 128-129. 



the same village, who have settled in urban areas will soon become a con- 
tact base. Normally, the newcomers will stay there temporarily, and after 
they are settled down, they will then find a place of their own. The existence 
of this pattern reinforces kinship, local and sometimes, ethnic sentimen. 

Directions and Trends 
The five patterns discussed earlier, reveal persistently the following pro- 

babilities in present and future directions and trends in rural-urban migra- 
tion, namely: 

(i) there is a strong and consistent movement towards urban centers 
where employment/job opportunities are conceived to be available, 

(ii) these centers are at present mainly established metropolitan towns, 
such as Kuala Lumpur, Penang, Ipoh, and Johor Bahm, 

(iii) there is also a trend for rural migrants to converge upon towns lo- 
cated in the vicinity of, or within development areas. 

Such a direction in population movement is a natural, and logical phe- 
nomenon because it is the result of migration patterns dictated more by 
the socio-economic pressures than any other factors. These directions and 
trends, particularly among the Malays, denote the following: 

(i) urbanization, in its socio-demographic aspect, has brought rural 
people to metropolitan and big towns in pursuit of economic im- 
provement, 

(ii) while the movement does not preclude possibilities of attaining up- 
ward mobility, but to most of the unemployed andunderemployed 
youth labour force, it mainly involves a geographical-horizontal 
mobility with probabilities of downward mobility, 

(iii) in terms of durability, it may result in the following possibilities 
namely: 

(a) the migrants may undergo continual episodes of migration, 
subject to work and age, 

(b) they finally choose to settle down permanently in urban areas, 
(c) they may postpone present consumption to a hare minimum in 

order to save for old age or to send remmittence to their fami- 
lies of orientation back in the villages. 

Migrant Concentration in Urban Areas 
From our observation on the patterns, directions, and trends of rural- 

urban migration in Semenanjung Malaysia, the following conclusions can 
be tentatively made. 





organization in terms of its role in human development and family 
health. 

Migration and Its Effects on the Family 

Let us look at the effect of selective population movement on the family 
of orientation in villages of origin. The immediate demographic effect re- 
lates to probabilities of shortage of economically active youth manpower. 
This will definitely produce a streneous effect on the family as a unit of 
production. 

" 

(Rural) 

Diagrams illustrating fhe effect of migration on the family of orientation in villages of 
Origin 

The above diagrams illustrate the structure of family of orientation of ru- 
ral migrants. It shows that there is the greatest outflow of manpower with- 
in the 20-40 age group. This type of population movement will create a 
situation of active youth manpower shortage in the rural areas. 

The following probabilities after migration could then be anticipated: 
(a) the family of orientation as illustrated in the above diagrams will 

lose youth manpower, 
(b) as a result of (a), it becomes totally or partially dependent on the 

resources of family members who have migrated in pursuit of eco- 
nomic gains, 

(c) consequently, the viability of this family structure depends on the 
fortunes that its migrant members acquire in urban areas, 

(d) the relationship between this family and the migrant family of pro- 
creation in urban setting, creates the basis for the emergence of new 



family type in rural setting, that is, a remittence extended family 
structure. 

As a consequence to this effect, two probabilities can be anticipated 
namely: 

(a) the economically successful migrants will be able to send not only 
sufficient remittence home, but are also able to utilise the remittence 
family as a base for material accumulation of rural resources, es- 
pecially land. 

(b) poverty-prone migrants will find it very difficult even to sustain 
their existence at subsistence level and are therefore subjected to 
two levels of constraints. Firstly, they have to exist at a bare mini- 
mum, and secondly, they have to keep aside, from their income, 
some cash for the remittence extended family. 

From these effects and consequences on the remittence family structure, 
we thus see a common factor affecting the survival of those outgoing, and 
those left. That factor is shared family income. This implies that the income 
capacity of migrant members, totally or partially, determines the socio- 
economic position of their remittence extended family. 

Selective population movement also has an effect on the migrant family 
in urban setting. 

Before Migration After Migration 
(Urban) 

Diaprams ZNustrating the Effect of Migration on the Migrant Family in the Urban Setting 

One of the most obvious characteristics of migrant, transient family 
structure in urban setting is the age structure. It can be generally remarked 
that unlike the remittence extended family structure in villages of origin, 
it is made of individuals who are potential assets in manpower, but the 
utilization and management of this manpower, on the otherhand, depends 



upon its quality as well as its mobility in the urban-based occupational 
structure. In terms of age stmcture, we thus see a physical transfer of youth 
manpower from the rural areas tourban areas. This phenomenon will con- 
tinue to perpetuate limited marginal family productivity unless it is fully 
absorbed in the urban occupational structure. 

The following family types in migrant communities in urban setting are 
already discernable. They are conjugal family structure, joint-conjugal 
family, joint-household, and shared accomodation with or without kin- 
ship ties. 

Conjugal Family 

This family-type is most common among the newly-married, who are 
for the first time establishing an urban neolocal residence. It is an opera- 
tional organization unit working on the basis of an economic proposition. 
Among the poverty-prone groups, this family-type is commonly found in 
slum and/or squatter areas, as their joint household income capacities do 
not allow them to find a place in middle class urban residential areas. In 
terms of age structure, this family mainly falls within the 15-40 age-group. 

The Joint-Conjugal Family 
This is again another family-type that is commonly found among the 

poverty-prone groups, though by no means, it is exclusively limited to 
this category of migrants. In this familial set-up, the husband and wife 
equally share the economic burden of running the household. The joint 
income capacities of this family unit are derived from all its economically 
active members. 

Joint Household 

This family-type is made up of more than one conjugal family, residing 
in one common shelter. It is commonly found among the low-income 
groups, and it becomes even more popular among the newly-married, who 
have had earlier urban contacts with couples coming from the same villages 
or who have kinship ties. This situation also reflects one or both of the 
following: 

(i) the couples could not afford proper accomodation because of 
expensive housing facilities in urban residential areas, 

(ii) they deliberately resort to this family-type in order to create a mar- 
gin for savings, besides the remittance they have to send home. 

Shared Accomodation Without Kinship Ties 
This is not, in the strictest sense, a family structure, because it lacks kin- 

ship ties, either consanguineally or affinally. This sort of family-like organi- 
zation mostly rests on friendship ties or occupational ties, and mainly in- 



volves the non-mamed migrants. They gang up together and share a flat 
or even a room in a relative's house or a completely stranger's house. 
Again, the existence of this practice reflects the acute situation of limited 
housing facilities for those in the poverty-prone groups in urban areas. 

v 
Some Reflections on Migration Effects on the Family 

Firstly, we would like to advance tentatively the following generaliza- 
tions namely: 

(i) the family-types that appear in urban setting are mostly transient 
in nature, and their transiency depends upon migration durability, 

(u) the emergence of the remittence extended family in villages of ori- 
gin indicates extended family networks that operate within a mi- 
gration circle, 

(iii) however, the readiness and easiness to migrate and subsequently 
establish neolocal conjugal or joint-conjugal or joint-household, or 
shared accommodation residence, reflects a loosely structured so- 
cial system that has emerged in the wake of greater urbanization. 

(iv) these changes in the family structure either in rural or urban setting, 
must in the 6nal analysis produce a strenous effect on the socializa- 
tion role of migrant families in urban setting, and the remittence 
extended families in villages of origin. 

(v) should it come to a stage where families mainly organize their re- 
sources for socio-economic survival, then their role as a socializa- 
tion agent will be greatly neglected. 

What implications can be drawn from these changes in the family struc- 
ture? If we accept the assumption that education of any kind not exclud- 
ing health education, begins in the home, therefore a proper, and conducive 
home environment becomes a critical factor. Our observations on the pat- 
terns, directions and trends of rural-urban migration and their effects on 
the family, persistently show such an environment in migrant families is 
hard to come by. Therefore, we here suggest that a proper attention to 
this problem may contribute to a possible lead in improving family health 
development in migrant communities in urban areas, particularly those in 
the poverty-prone groups. In this context, we see the possibility of using 
the family as a significant community resource in promoting health edu- 
cation, but to approach health development from this angle, would neces- 
sarily require us to rectify socio-economic conditions that have pushed 
these migrants to where they are today. 
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